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or purses, which few had done that way for some time before.
We arrived at Padua November the 13th, but with great difficulty on another account, for all places being very fearful of infection in a time of the plague, we were stopped at every town and village till we produced our letters of health (or passes from one place to another), which we were forced to take from the officers of every town, to show what way we had passed. And none was suffered to enter without these, but he must make quarantine, or abide in the pest-house forty days, to show that he was free from the plague. At Padua we learnt that the infection rather increased than otherwise at Home, Naples, Genoa, &c., so that the passes and commerce continuing shut up, it woidd be impossible to look that way for this winter. There were some English gentlemen in that University, some students of the civil law, others of physic; of these were Mr. John Finch, brother to the since Earl of Nottingham and Lord Chancellor, and himself since ambassador at Constantinople to our King. He was Syndic there in that year, an office like that of Vice-chancellor in our Universities. Mr. "Berry put ourselves into the way of living for strangers in that place, which was taking lodgings in a house with some other English, where everyone contributed so much weekly, and performed the part of steward and bought provisions in their turna, which is easily performed there by strangers, no man demanding more than the settled price of the magistrates for his commodity,
1 passed this winter there and at Venice (whore I went often) very pleasantly. The exercise I followed was chiefly music; rny studies were the language and the mathematics, for which science there was an admirable master, especially for fortification. I followed also fencing and dancing, but in quite a different method from that of Franco.